Confucius Institute at Agriculture University of Faisalabad（CI-UAF）Celebrated the 2023 “International Chinese Language Day” Event at Its Sub-center at University of Engineering and Technology Lahore (UET)
“International Chinese Language Day” event was held on 18 April at 9:00 am at the UET Sub-center of CI-UAF. Prof. Dr. Shahid Rafique, in charge of the Sub-center and Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of UET, Assistant Professor Alia Naushahi, Focal Person for the Sub-center, Dr. Nasir Malik, Director of China Study Center at UET, and more than 50 faculty members and students participated in the event. Prof. Dr. Zhou Chang-ming, Chinese Dean of CI-UAF joined the event through video link.
Prof. Dr. Shahid Rafique said that Pakistan and China have a long and solid relationship. The two countries are good friends, brothers, neighbors and partners. Their rich cultures and long traditions have deeply rooted in the blood of the two peoples. Today’s event was to increase the awareness of Chinese language and culture, and to continuously consolidate the foundation of Pak-China relationship. He said that language is not only a tool, but also a bridge. With this tool we can have a better mutual understanding and our friendship can become stronger with this bridge. 
[image: ]
Prof. Dr. Shahid Rafique delivered a speech
Prof. Dr. Zhou Chang-ming said that celebrating the International Chinese Language Day is of great significance. Today's event will provide us an opportunity to better understand the history of the Chinese language, appreciate Chinese culture and increase friendly exchanges between the Chinese and Pakistani peoples. The establishment of the Sub-center at UET is like a plant sown in the fertile land of UET fetched with the water of determination and hard work by both sides, which now has grown into a towering tree with vitality and deep roots. All of us here have witnessed its great progress achieved in the past five years and we are hoping for its further development in the future.[image: ]
Prof. Dr. Zhou Chang-ming delivered a speech
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Student from the Sub-center hosted the event
The following activities were unveiled successively under the host. Mr. Muhammad Awais, local Chinese teacher, gave a brief introduction to the origin of the International Chinese Language Day and the significance of its establishment with the aid of PPT. He showed the charm of Chinese language and Chinese characters to the students. At the same time, he also did a quiz about Chinese culture knowledge, which attracted the audience's enthusiastic participation. Mr. Syed Ali Shah Gillani, volunteer overseas Chinese teacher, shared his experience of learning Chinese in China, which aroused the interest of many students. Then, Mr. Muhammad Awais displayed the traditional Chinese culture "paper-cut" art to the guests and the students, and taught them to use scissors step by step to cut out a Chinese character “春” (chun in Pinyin or spring in English). The participating students fully experienced the fun of Chinese paper-cutting and felt its artistic charm. The whole event was filled with a warm and cheerful atmosphere. At the end, the organizers judged the outstanding paper-cutting works and Ms. Alia presented certificates and prizes to the winning students. 
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Mr. Muhammad Awais talked about the origin of International Chinese Language Day
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Mr. Syed Ali Shah Gillani shared his experience in learning Chinese language
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Mr. Muhammad Awais explained the steps of paper-cutting (1)
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Mr. Muhammad Awais, explained the steps of paper-cutting (2)
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Students cutting the paper
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Teacher-student exchange paper-cut works
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Ms. Alia awarded certificates and prizes to the award-winning students (1)
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Ms. Alia awarded certificates and prizes to the award-winning students (2)
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Group photo at the conclusion of the event ( 1 )
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Group photo at the conclusion of the event (2)

                             Written by: Mr. Muhammad Awais
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